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REMEMBERING OUR LEGACY DONORS
ALICE PAGE SHAMBURGER- A WOMAN OF METTLE
-KATIE WALSH

Courage, bravery, determination, spirit, grit, nerve, pluck, resolve, valor, vigor, and guts are words synonymous with
the meaning of “mettle” and were apt personal attributes of the petite, ninety-three pound Page Shamburger.
Page was born Alice Page Shamburger on August 27, 1927 in Aberdeen, North Carolina to parents Frank Dudley
Shamburger and Alice Myrtle Page.
From Bisco, North Carolina, Page’s father, Frank, was born in 1895, son of Madison E. and Elizabeth Bruton Shamburger.
He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill from 1914-1917. At university, Frank was voted “most
handsome” in his UNC 1916 yearbook. An all American boy, he was on the tennis team, baseball team and a leader in
his college clubs. During World War I, Frank served overseas as Captain in the Third Machine Gun Battalion, First
Division, American Expeditionary Force in France and the Army of
Occupation in Germany. After the war, in 1920 he married a home-town
girl, Alice Myrtle Page, at the Page Memorial Church in Aberdeen,
North Carolina. They had two children, Junius Page (Chris) born in 1921
and Alice Page (Page) born six years later. The young family moved
into 500 Carolina Street in Aberdeen.
During his career, Frank was President and Treasurer of the Page and
Shamburger Oil Company of Aberdeen, a Gulf Oil distributor.
Considered a modest, friendly and unassuming person, Frank was a
generous donor to worthy causes and a quiet benefactor to the
community. He served as Town Commissioner and Mayor of Aberdeen
as well as a Director of Aberdeen Savings and Loan, Bank of Pinehurst
and Moore Memorial Hospital.
Born February 24, 1897, Page’s mother, Alice Myrtle Page, also from
Bisco, was daughter of Junius R. Page and Myrtle Alice McAulay Page.
They were members of the prominent North Carolina Page family that,
among other enterprises, built the Aberdeen and West End Railroad,
and the Asheboro and Montgomery Railroad that became part of the
Norfolk Southern Railroad.
Alice Myrtle Page spent her entire adult life in Aberdeen. Labeled
“proper” and “strict,” Mrs. Frank D. Page taught her young children
manors and traditional southern values.

PAGE SHAMBURGER BEFORE
HURRICANE BETSY, 1965

FLYING INTO THE EYE OF

The Shamburgers sent Page’s older brother Junius (Chris) to a private
boys Christian prep school, the McCallie School in Chattanooga,
Tennessee. Chris followed in his fathers footsteps by attending college
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at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. After graduation, Chris
worked at Page and Shamburger Oil
Company and eventually succeeded
his father as President and owner.
Page, however, did not follow her
southern mother’s traditional example.
She was outdoorsy and athletic. Young
Page had an early interest in horses. As
a girl, she hunted with the Moore
County Hounds when the Boyds
owned the pack. About the time they
transferred the pack to Ginnie and
Pappy Moss, she took her first flying
lesson at age 15. Her very untraditional
passion for flying was central to her
later life pursuits.

PAGE 2
Though she was very focused, hard
working and efficient, she had a flair
for the humorous.
As an
advertisement for her business, she
drove a red convertible around town
with the license plate “Fly Me.” One
print ad for Page Travel Agency just
stated, “For Our Sake Go Away.”
Page was a great friend of Ginnie Moss
and the Moore County Hounds. She
was Assistant Secretary to the hunt,
announcer, and then Chairman of the
Moore County Hounds Hunter Trial
and was awarded the Madeleine
Coleman Perpetual Memorial Trophy
given to the unsung hero of the
hunting community for services
beyond the call of duty.

Perhaps to rein her in or prepare her for
“Beyond the call of duty” characterizes
a proper woman’s role, Page’s parents
WALTER HINES PAGE, AMBASSADOR TO
her entire life. She broke a glass ceiling
sent her to boarding school in 11 and
GREAT BRITAIN DURING WORLD WAR I
for women in aviation. Hundreds of
12th grades at St. Mary’s College in
newspapers across the country featured her picture after
Raleigh, a girls’ school associated with the Episcopal
she flew into the eye of Hurricane Betsy. She excelled at
Church. Afterward, Page attended Marjorie Webster
everything she attempted and remained modest of her
College in Washington D. C., and, from there, she
achievements.
conquered the world.
Page was a woman who outgrew the boundaries of her
small town and proper upbringing. Never settling on just
one career, she was multi-dimensional: a pilot, an author,
a reporter, an announcer and a business woman. After
receiving national recognition for her earlier pursuits, she
returned to Aberdeen four years after her mother died in
1954.
In 1976, when Page was 49 years old, she co-owned a
travel agency in Southern Pines called Page Travel.
Stylish and confident, Page is remembered best by current
locals in her business role. But that was only a finale to a
much broader life.
Ellen Welles wrote a feature article on Page,
“Shamburger—A Woman of Mettle” for The Pilot
newspaper July 19,1978. The “Spotlight” was on her
remarkable life and Page’s new enterprise, Page Travel.
The article’s nuances tell us much about the traditional
expectations of a woman’s role in North Carolina during
Page’s early life as well as her complete disregard of that
role. The article is printed in full staring on page 3.
Page did indeed build the best travel agency in the area.

Always a trendsetter, Page never married. She died
December 7, 1991 at 64 years of age. She is buried in
Aberdeen’s Bethesda Cemetery next to her mother and
father.
In her will, Page left The Walthour-Moss Foundation a
generous legacy gift in response to Ginnie Moss’ challenge
to the equestrian community. That challenge gave
Homesite Hill to the Foundation in exchange for the
establishment of the Virginia Walthour Moss Endowment
for the Foundation.
Following her death, the Moore County Hounds honored
Page’s memory. The program for the 1992 Hunter Trials
contained the following dedication:
“The Sixtieth Moore County Hounds’ Hunter Trials is
dedicated to the memory of our dear friend Page Shamburger
who through the years has been a staunch supporter of all
equestrian activities and played an important part in making
sure that the job was well done. A lady of many interests,
accomplishing great things and receiving well deserved honors,
she has brought light and laughter into countless lives with her
inimitable style and humor. A true friend. A great lady.”
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PAGE SHAMBURGER, MARY GRAY, ED DANIELS AND JIMMY TUFTS AT A MID SOUTH HORSE SHOW, 1965

Mrs. Moss, mourning the loss of her dear friend, named a
new Mile-A-Way foal, Remember Page. Mrs. Moss’s
niece, Cameron, took the filly as a four year old and
hunted her with Moore County Hounds for fourteen
years. When Cameron retired Remember Page, Kathryn
and Jock Tate took her as a brood mare. They have two
of Remember Page’s offspring at their Stars and Bars Farm
today.
This article on Alice Page Shamburger is the 3rd in a series of
articles honoring Legacy Donors to The Walthour-Moss
Foundation. We are forever grateful for their generosity.

“Shamburger—A Woman of Mettle” by Ellen Welles
Reprinted with permission from The Pilot
(July 19, 1978)
Some people are famous and don’t deserve it. Here’s a
woman worth every bit of praise and recognition she has
received.
Page Shamburger, Aberdeen native and present owner
and operator of Page Travel Agency was the first woman
to fly into the eye of a hurricane, to fly the RF-4 Phantom
jet and to take part in Operation Skyhook. Qualified to
pilot both airplanes and helicopters, the slim outdoorsy
woman has logged over 10,000 flight hours (“I stopped
counting after 1962 when I had 5,500,” she says) and has
a commercial pilot’s license with instrument rating.
As a writer, she has authored seven books, written more
than 15,000 free lance articles, been an editor and
contributing editor of aviation newspapers, and been a
reporter for newspapers including the Washington Post.
She is listed in Who’s Who in the South and Southwest,

Who’s Who in American Women, the Dictionary of
International Biography, Personalities of the South and the
two thousand Foremost in Communication.
A good friend said of her, “I think it’s interesting that such
a proper little girl who grew up wearing white gloves
under such a proper mother, (who forbid her to fly at first
but acquiesced when Page told her she couldn’t have a flat
tire or get stopped while in a plane) and who went to a
private school, should end up in such a ‘rough
profession’.”
Somehow the conventional upbringing combined with an
unusual personality to produce a woman who is known
and respected for her forthright, confident and hardworking disposition.
It would not be illogical to speculate that part of Page’s
spunk was passed down from her great uncle on her
mother’s side, Walther Hines Page, Ambassador to Great
Britain during World War I. The English made him one
of the first Americans to have a plaque hung in
Westminster Abby and they wanted to bury him in
England. (The family wouldn’t hear of it and brought him
home to Aberdeen.)
A progressive and independent thinker and a great
believer in education, Page had a building named for him
at three schools including Duke University and Randolph
Macon. He founded Doubleday Page and Company, now
Doubleday Publishing, Co. and edited “World,” the
predecessor of news magazines Such as “Time” and
“Newsweek.” According to Page, “He probably would
have thought hippies were fine even in his day.”
Walter Hines Page had three sisters and four brothers of
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which one was Page’s grandfather. Growing up as a
tomboy with her brother, Chris (you had to be like ‘em or
you were funny,” she says) Page got interested in flying
at age 15 because a boy she was dating flew.
“He didn’t ever have any money,” she said in explanation.
“We couldn’t even buy milkshakes. And I couldn’t talk
to him because I hadn’t ever flown.”
Page went to Skyline Airport (no longer in existence) to
take a ride. When she found it was almost as expensive
as a lesson, she took her first lesson, instead. She
continued to take lessons under instructor Harold
Bachman and the boy quit.
“By the time I got to college it was so expensive I tried to
find some way to use flying as a business. That is how I
got into writing,” she said.
After attending a strict girls school in Raleigh, St. Mary’s
College, and Marjorie Webster College in Washington,
D.C. Page stayed on in Washington writing for a radio
station and the Washington Post, and then she edited
“American Aviation” magazine. In Florida she continued
writing and was assistant manager of an airport. Page
spent some time in New York and Massachusetts where
she wrote for radio, TV and newspaper while doing
freelance articles on the side.
In her spare time she showed Afghan Hounds and
Schnauzers and kept Dobermans and a Dalmatian. After
she returned to Aberdeen in 1958, saying 27 below was
too cold for someone who did not have to live there she
decided Schnauzers were the dogs for her.
Once again in the Sandhills, Page became involved with
the Humane Society. Picking up on the riding she did as
a girl, (she used to hunt with the Boyds) Page fox hunted
with the Moore County Hounds, for which she is
Assistant Secretary, and worked hard to make the Mid
South Horse Show Association the success it is. She is
secretary now and announces at the shows.
Reflecting on her flying experiences, Page says the male
pilots accepted her because of her good work, but that
being among the first women in the profession did have
its advantages.
“I got to know a lot of people in the business and the Air
Force and Navy were very good to me,” she said. The Air
Force asked her to accompany a crew on Hurricane
penetration flight and, not wanting to go into a “puny little
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hurricane, I waited for Betsy, which hit Miami in 1965.
Three times during a 12 hour night flight, they flew into
the eye to take measurements and said she could see the
stars above and the water below with boats the hurricane
had sucked inside it. Inside, they experienced every form
of weather: ice, hail, thunder storm, heavy rain, fog,
waterspouts. The plane was so battered it had to be
grounded when they returned and another taken when
they went up the next day.
“It was so rough,” Page admits, “I was more concerned
that I might get sick and embarrass myself and the six
men, than I was with the hurricane.”
Page also accompanied an Air Force flight that picked up
a man (dummy) out of the jungle in Operation Skyhook
in a John Wayne movie. She set a record in 1967 as the
first woman to ride on the Air Force’s RF-4 Phantom, the
fastest-and highest flying jet at that time. She is number
142 in the Whirly-Girls, a world organization of women
helicopter pilots. There are only about 268 now.
Although flying has been a large part of Page’s life, she
has been a writer by profession. Two of the seven books
she has written, “Command the Horizon” and Summon
the Stars,” compile a history of flying from the balloon
days of the 1800’s to the moon walks. “Summon the Stars”
received the best non-fiction aviation book award for 1970.
Also she has written “Tracks Across the Sky,” “Classic
Monoplanes,” “Aces and Planes of WWI,” “Curtiss
Hawks,” the story of the P-40, an airplane, and most
recently, a paper-back edition of “Curtiss Hawks.”
Several years ago, Page became interested in and started
working in the travel agency business, a logical step but a
very different career from writing.
“How did I end up in the travel industry?” she asks. “In
my writing I’ve done a lot of traveling and I liked it.”
After taking a large group on a travel tour, she returned
to work for Dalton and in 1976, she and Dick and Ann
Webb, bought the business, located on Broad Street in
Southern Pines and named it Page Travel.
She is the first in the area to acquire the Auto Tickter, a
computer which speeds up ticket writing by being
connected to the ticket banks at all the airlines. Extremely
fond of the machine, she and her assistant manager, Ann
Erwin have named it R2-D2.
Page has been on radio and TV several times and has had
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articles in magazines and newspapers written about her. Her
next appearance will be on WRAL TV’s “Faces in the Crowd.”
In 1971 Page was awarded the coveted Lady Hay
Drummond Hay-Jessie R. Chamberlin Trophy for the
Women’s International Association of Aeronautics. She is
a member of numerous aviation organizations including
the Ninety-Nines for international Licensed Women Pilots
in which she has held several leadership posts, the
Carolina Aero Club, and the Federal Women’s Advisory
Committee on Aviation, of which she was a charter
member. Also she is a member of the N.C. Emergency
Transportation planning group and is on the Board of
Directors of the National Intercollegiate Flying
Association and the University Aviation Association. She
is a former board member of the Malcolm Blue Historical
Society.
What does the future hold?
“I want to build the best travel agency in the area,” Page
said stating that her goals are constantly changing, she
continued, “I don’t think there’ll ever be the time when I
feel like I’ve done it.”
Undoubtedly there are many people who have in the past,
and will in the future, tip their hats to the small woman
from Aberdeen who has proved her mettle in not just one,
but several fields of interest.

Teamwork!

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!
The 2013 Bushwhacker Club fall volunteer season kicked
off on August 3. Sixteen hearty souls braved the heat and
humidity to clear Moor Meadow and the vineyard of
encroaching growth. For an extremely hot day, they
accomplished quite a bit!
On August 18, volunteers from the Moore County
Hounds along with the Land Management Committee
met to rebuild the schooling jumps along Firelane 2. In
four short hours, they built and repaired over a dozen
jumps!
Thank you to our wonderful volunteers!

MOOR MEADOW WORK CREW
Marianne and Jeff Chulay
Linda Dreher
Primo Gonzalez
Lori and Jim Heim
Polly MacMullen
Antonio Martinez
Marlow Martinez

Babs and Norm Minery
Neil Schwartzberg
Mari Secrist
Abby Shultis
Keith White
Tim Williams

MCH JUMP BUILDING CREW
Jim Baker
Devon Burnore
Marianne and Jeff Chulay
Jo-an DeSell
Effie and Nick Ellis
Kaitlyn Kubiak
Susan and Kris Lindamood
Laura Lindamood
Ceci and Wade Liner
Kate Liner
Brooke Maiello
Antonio Martinez
Marlow Martinez
Hunter McMillan
Babs and Norm Minery
Thomas Neville

The MCH Jump Building Crew

John Pavan
Christian Philip
David Raley
Sassy Riley
Bryan Rosenberg
Mike Russell
Cameron Sadler
Neil Schwartzberg
Shellie Sommerson
Jordan Taber
Angie Tally
Carolyn and Byron Wade
Madelyn Wade
Peter Winkelman
Chuck Younger
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NEW ENTRY AND EXIT AT MOOR MEADOW
Over the past year, volunteers, under the direction of Neil
Schwartzberg and Norman Minery, have worked in Moor
Meadow restoring the vineyard and clearing excess
growth from the meadow. As a part of this process, the
parking area has been moved to the north end of the
meadow, a new kiosk has been built, and the entrance
and exit off of Furr Road reversed.
When you turn off of Furr Road heading towards Moor
Meadow, please be sure to follow the new signs and stay
to the right.
Many thanks to Neil and Norm and all the volunteers for
their hard work in Moor Meadow. It looks beautiful!

Savanna Grass-leaved Aster (Eurybia paludosa)
Perennial growing to 80 cm tall. Stem leaves are linear. Up to
9 flower heads grow in a flat-topped inflorescence. Flower heads
are 2.5-3 cm across. Ray flowers are violet-blue. Disc flowers
are yellow. This showy fall plant inhabits wet stream head
margins and seeps.

Slender Ironweed (Vernonia angustifolia)
Perennial, lacking basal leaves grows to 1.2 meters tall and is
branched from the upper portion. Leaves are numerous 5-21
cm long and 1.5-6 mm wide. Flowers grow in a flat-topped
cluster, the heads about 12 mm across. Disc flowers are purple.
Ray flowers are absent. This handsome plant adds color to dry
longleaf pinelands in summer and early fall.

NEW

INFORMATION KIOSK, BUILT BY OUR OWN

INSTALLED IN THE NEW

RON BALDWIN,
MOOR MEADOW PARKING AREA
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YOU RESERVED YOUR TICKETS ?

The Second Annual Horse Country Social
Sunday, September 15, 2013
Noon to 3:00 PM
The Walthour-Moss Foundation
Hunter Trials Course at Quail Glen
Old Mail Road, Southern Pines


A Low Country Boil Catered by The White Rabbit
Lunch Tickets are $35 per adult, and $15 per child under 12
RSVP Deadline Extended! Last call for ticket orders: September 10, 2013

PRESERVE OUR FOREST GOLF TOURNAMENT TO BENEFIT

THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION
M ID P INES C OUNTRY C LUB , D ECEMBER 8, 2013
11:30 am Registration



12:30 pm Shotgun Start

Play on a Team- $100  Sponsor a Hole- $100
Texas Scramble Format
Prizes for Winners, Closest to Pin and Longest Drive
Awarded in Mid Pines Cosgroves Lounge after the Round
Cash Bar and Snacks
For More information, please contact
Rick or Anne Thompson at 910-245-4813, or Dick Walsh at 910-692-7719.

The Walthour-Moss Foundation
Post Office Box 978
Southern Pines, NC 28388

The Walthour-Moss Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.
For more information, please contact Landon Russell at 910-695-7811
or via email at director@walthour-moss.org or logon to our website at
www.walthour-moss.org.

The Bushwhacker Club needs your help!
Please join us for Trail Clearing
September 8
September 22
October 13
With so much rain over the summer, the trails are overgrown. Some have
even disappeared! Please consider coming out for one or more days to help
get the trails open and trimmed up. No experience necessary and all are
welcome! To volunteer, please email Landon Russell at
director@walthour-moss.org or call 910-695-7811

