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THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION RECEIVES NATIONAL RECOGNITION

T

he United States Department of the Interior has
placed over 2,800 acres of longleaf pine forest-stretching from Sheldon Road to Youngs Road
and from May Street to Youngs Road in Southern
Pines-- on the National Register of Historic Places.
This parcel of land is part of the acreage under the
stewardship of The Walthour-Moss Foundation.
The National Register of Historic Places is part of a
nationwide undertaking to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and
protect America's historic and archeological resources.
The North Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
and the Department of the Interior deemed this
property to be of state and national significance due to
its long history of conservation and the integrity of the
landscape. “This listing speaks to the history and
integrity of this land. We are so fortunate, with the
support of many local residents, to be able to preserve
it for future generations,” said Landon Russell,
executive director of The Walthour-Moss Foundation.
In the 1920s, the Boyds of Weymouth and several other
preservationists of the time formed the Moore County
Company to preserve the forest that stretched from the
confluence of the James Creek and the Little River to
Pinehurst. In the 1940s, Virginia Walthour and William
Ozelle Moss acquired full ownership of the Moore
County Company and its landholdings within the loop
of Youngs Road in Southern Pines. In 1978, the Mosses created The Walthour-Moss Foundation to preserve the
forest as a public resource and community asset for the enjoyment of present and future generation.
The Walthour-Moss Foundations holds a total of 4,067 acres of open land, natural longleaf pine stands, historic
turpentine trees bled over 100 years ago, remnant kilns used to produce tar for the naval stores industry, hundreds
of miles of equestrian trails dating to the late 1800s, rare and endangered plants, and a cultural landscape that
defines the community-past and present.
On Tuesday, January14, at 6:30 pm, Dominick Pagnotta, Secretary of The Walthour-Moss Foundation will present
the highlights of this history in a talk at the Weymouth Center for the Arts and Humanities, 555 East Connecticut
Avenue in Southern Pines. The public is invited to attend. Admission is free; seating is limited. For reservations,
please call or email Landon Russell, Executive Director of The Walthour-Moss Foundation, 910-695-7811,
director@walthour-moss.org.
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RESOLUTE GOLFERS FACE MOTHER NATURE
The second annual Preserve Our Forest Golf Tournament
at Mid Pines Country Club on Sunday, December 8,
grossed $10,400 for The Walthour-Moss Foundation, just
shy of last year’s $11,000. The toughest competitor at the
event was the weather, handicapping the players with a
chilling 36 degrees, constant mist and occasional
downpours. Of the 80 golfers, who signed up to play, 29
started and 21 finished. Several, like Bill Mountcastle and
Bill Ficklin arrived at noon, the appointed time, without
clubs to just drop off their entry fees. Others cancelled by
phone with a promise to send in their donations. Two
starting teams withdrew after nine and eleven holes
respectively, to warm up in front of the fireplace in the cozy
Mid Pines Cosgroves Lounge.

In honor of Lieutenant Colonel Edward H. Minchin III
by Parker Minchin

The 2013 Preserve Our Forest winning team was an
awesome threesome representing the Special Forces
Charitable Trust: Kevin Riley, Ronnie McCan and Jeff
Hotujec. They and the second place award winners, Tom
Cruce, Rick Hemming, Rick Finnin and Dennis Paules,
seemed nonplussed by the weather. Ronnie McCann won
straightest drive and Rick Thompson won closest to the pin.

In honor of Wade Young by
Anna Grace and Traveling Chic Boutique

In honor of Ron Keller
by Moore Equine Feed and Supply
In honor of Kevin Riley
by Effie and Nick Ellis
In honor of Kevin Riley
by Stephen Later
In honor of Wade Young
by Stephen Later

In honor of Major General Sidney Shachnow by
Katie and Dick Walsh.
A big thank you goes to individuals and businesses that
sponsored holes. They helped to make this year’s golf
tournament a financial success. The Hole Sponsors were:

The military men were fitting winners in that, organizers
of this year’s tournament asked for sponsorships in honor
of members of the military. Honorees were:
In honor of General Daniel C. Doubleday
by Peter Doubleday

Photo by Sassy Riley

In honor of Will Parker Haynes
by Parker Minchin

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNING TEAM, REPRESENTING THE
SPECIAL FORCES CHARITABLE TRUST! FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: KEVIN
RILEY, RONNIE MCCAN AND JEFF HOTUJEC

Aberdeen Supply Company
Jackie and Rick Allenbaugh
Eve Avery
Fox Lake Farm and Sugar and Jim Baker
Leslie Baldwin
Cabin Branch Tack Shop
Cathy and David Carter
Duxiana and Opulence of Southern Pines
D. Bradley Charles Fencing Company
Combs Tax Service and Broadus Combs
Rhonda and Allen Dretel
Foxtrack Training Center
Alice and Marshall Glass
Sharon and Jim Granito
Lani Hester
Hirease, Inc.
Kendyl and Eric Janis
Kriestin Kleinschmidt and Reflections Farm
Whit Lauter
Bridget and Colin MacNair
Neil Schwartzberg
Southern Pines Equine Associates
Southern Prime Steakhouse
Special Forces Charitable Trust
Jay-Kar Construction and John Wiedmer
Elaine Zelch and Family
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Those golfers that did not win awards had the opportunity
to take home one of the terrific door prizes given by local
individuals and businesses. Thanks go to the following
whose contributions made every player a winner:
Cherry Promotions and Tom Cruce
C Cups Cupcakery
Hot Asana Yoga Studio
Golf Augusta of North Carolina
Java Bean Plantation and Roasting Company
Knollwood Fairways and Driving Range
Legacy Golf Links
Matchbox Cigars and Pipes
One Eleven Main
Robert’s Golf
Irene Russell
The Sly Fox Pub
SoPies New York Pizzeria
Anne and Rick Thompson
Dick Walsh
The Walthour-Moss Foundation
Peter Winkelman

Ronnie McCan and Jeff Hotujec

The Board of Directors of The Walthour-Moss Foundation
is grateful to Mid Pines County Club for allowing the
Foundation to host the tournament at their top-notch
facility. We are particularly grateful to organizers Rick and
Anne Thompson, Dick Walsh and Sassy Riley who
collectively signed up golfers and sponsors and solicited
prizes for the second annual Protect Our Forest Golf
Tournament. Thank you so much for the hours invested,
and the successful return. We wish you many sunny days
and warm breezes for all your hard work.

Bill Gozzi and Randall Phillips

Fred McCashin, Chris Reppert and Patrick McCashin

Photos on page 3 by Katie Walsh

Rick Finnin and Rick Hemming

Jim Secky and Martin Huff
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Protectors
Sustainers
Members

To those members that were unable to attend the
celebration, the Directors invite you to visit Moor Meadow
to see the plaque in situ. This monument to the generosity
of our community is well worth the visit.
The public is invited to join the Ginnie and Pappy Moss
Society. Generosity to the Foundation is grounds for
admission. A minimum pledge of $5,000 over five years
will result in immediate membership and access to Moss
Society events. The $1,000 per year may be paid monthly
by credit card for just $83 per month. The Foundation
needs active Moss Society members to continue to carry out
its mission “to preserve open land, protect wildlife habitat
and provide a place for equestrian purposes.” Join your
friends and neighbors and be listed in the next thirty-five
years of giving.

Steve Cochran, Katie Walsh, Susan Sluyter and Judy Carter

David and Cathy Carter, Betsy Best, Marcia Eaton and Larry Best

Dick Webb and Dick Moore

Neil Schwartzberg, Leigh Birmingham and John O’Connor

Stephen Later and Shirley and John Gaither

Cindy and Dominick Pagnotta
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THE WALTHOUR-MOSS FOUNDATION ACCEPTS CHARITABLE
CONTRIBUTIONS OF APPRECIATED STOCK
The stock market is at an all-time high and tax laws offers
significant savings through gifts of appreciated stock. By
making your charitable contribution to The Walthour-Moss
Foundation (WMF) through shares of appreciated stock
rather than cash, you can take a deduction for the market
value of your stock and avoid income tax on the capital gain.
The Walthour-Moss Foundation sells the shares and has the
money to fulfill its mission.
HERE IS AN EXAMPLE
Assume you want to make a $10,000 contribution to the
WMF. You also have 200 shares of stock that is currently
worth $10,000 and you paid only $1,000 for the stock when
you purchased it.
• If you sell the stock, you would pay state and federal
capital gains tax on the $9,000 gain before giving the
remainder to the WMF.
• If you give the stock to the WMF, you get a tax
deduction for the full $10,000 (the market value), and
there are no capital gains taxes due.

REMEMBER
• You must have owned the stock for more than a year
to get the current fair market value (otherwise, you
can only deduct the basis, not the fair market value).
• The value of the contribution is the average of the
high and low prices for publicly listed stock on the day
of the transfer.
• This strategy can be used for other forms of
appreciated property.
• Please consult your tax advisor before making a gift
of appreciated property in order to ensure that the gift
is compatible with your financial plans.
Contact Landon Russell at 910-695-7811 or email
director@walthour-moss.org for information on contributing
stock to The Walthour Moss Foundation.

A FEW NOTES FROM THE LAND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Prescribed Burning

Forest Restoration

The longleaf pine ecosystem is fire-dependent, and
prescribed burns are an integral part of The Walthour-Moss
Foundation’s land management and stewardship plan.
Prescribed burns help to protect, maintain and restore the
longleaf pine habitat under the Foundation’s care.

In addition to prescribed burning, another forest restoration
project is scheduled for 2014. This project will focus on midstory removal of oak trees from areas denigrated by dense
stands of scrub oaks. This in an effort repair the open
landscape that defines the longleaf pine savannah.

The Walthour-Moss Foundation’s 2014 prescribed burn plan
calls for controlled burns on approximately 800 acres of
Foundation land. The burns are scheduled to begin in
January.

We will send out email notices, update our Facebook page,
and post printed notices at key entrances to the Foundation
to alert our neighbors to the forest restoration projects.

To alert our friends and neighbors about the prescribed
burns, we will send out an email notice, update our Facebook
page, and post printed notices at key entrances to the
Foundation on burn days.

Bluebird Boxes
There are over 90 bluebird boxes mounted on poles
throughout the Foundation. Many of them were posted
more than twenty-five years ago. On Sunday, February 9,
2014, Bushwhacker Club members are invited to help repair
boxes and prepare them for the Spring nesting season. We
will meet at Equestrian Road at 1:00 pm.

Annual Waiver Reminder
The Walthour-Moss Foundation continues to annually collect
waivers from both our local and out-of-town users. The
waivers are necessary to maintain our insurance and keep
our insurance rates down. Please help us in this effort.
If you ride, drive or walk or are planning on riding, driving
or walking on the Foundation in 2014, please sign and return
a waiver as soon as possible. Copies are available on our
website at www.walthour-moss.org, at the Equestrian Road,
Magnolia Hill and Moor Meadow entrances to the
Foundation or by calling the office at 910-695-7811.

To receive email notices regarding Land Management and other Foundation news information,
please email Landon Russell at director@walthour-moss.org.

The Walthour-Moss Foundation
Post Office Box 978
Southern Pines, NC 28388

The Walthour-Moss Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit corporation.
For more information, please contact Landon Russell at 910-695-7811
or via email at director@walthour-moss.org or logon to our website at
www.walthour-moss.org.

THANK YOU TO THE 2013
BUSHWHACKER CLUB!

NEXT VOLUNTEER DAY: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1:00PM
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GINNIE AND PAPPY MOSS SOCIETY CELEBRATES 35 YEARS OF GIVING

About 150 members gathered on the warm autumn
afternoon to view the plaque erected in their honor and
celebrate their joint accomplishment.
Dick Moore, Chairman of The Walthour-Moss Foundation,
welcomed the gathering and reflected on the magnitude of
the founders’ gifts and how Ginnie and Pappy Moss
inspired an entire community to follow their lead. Their
gifts became part of a movement to save even more land.
Additional land gifts were made by Anne and Dick Webb,
by the owners of Mile Away Farms, and by Betty and El
Johnson. He also praised the Moss Society members for
giving generously to four different land purchase
campaigns that made it possible to more than double the
acreage in the Foundation.
He emphasized that the partnership between donors of
land and donors of funds has turned out to be an equal
partnership. The $10,000,000 that the Moss Society
members contributed has matched and equaled the
$10,000,000 value of all the land gifts. This $20,000,000
investment has produced a community asset valued today
at well over $100,000,000.

Places of 2,800 acres of the Foundation contained within the
loop of Youngs Road.

After thanking those present for their support, Dick
introduced Neil Schwartzberg, vice president of The
Walthour-Moss Foundation. Neil told us that the
celebration and plaque, which he designed, was the first
time The Walthour-Moss Foundation has formally
recognized the members of the Moss Society in such a
tangible way. He said, “We think that those who enjoy the
benefits of open land as we do should know the names of
the people who protected it for their use.”

Dominick drew attention to the newly minted National
Register plaque and cited the long history of conservation
and the integrity of the landscape that resulted in the
placement. Moss Society members could feel proud that
their donations were links in an historic chain of
philanthropy that resulted in rare national recognition for
the land that they protected. The protected lands of The
Walthour-Moss Foundation not only have branded our
local community and defined the broader area as “Horse
Country” but have received state and national recognition
as historically significant. For those attending, it was
extremely gratifying to feel a part of this community and
its shared vision.

He reminded the Moss Society members that they were the
ambassadors for the land and their passion to save the land
has been and continues to be contagious. “You talk to your
neighbors about the importance of saving the forest and
inspire them to give and inspire others,” he told the group.
“You are all role models for those who follow, as Ginnie
and Pappy Moss were role models for us.”

Stephen Later, president of the Walthour-Moss Foundation,
concluded the program with a look to the future. He said,
“…we have some unusual challenges. We continue to fight
the Department of Transportation on its plan for a bypass
that would destroy Horse Country as we know it. The
National Register designation erects some hurdles in terms
of the Main Foundation, but it is not, by any stretch, a
barrier.”

Members of the Moss Society gazing over the grasses of
Moor Meadow to the surrounding pines could readily
agree with Neil, “The Walthour-Moss Foundation is a
living asset that provides us with the natural beauty that
we all value and enjoy.”
Dominick Pagnotta, secretary of The Walthour-Moss
Foundation, presented a moving, poetic performance to the
Moss Society with a historical and cultural perspective of
the land protected by the Foundation.

Stephen reassured those present that “the strength of the
Foundation is directly related to the strength of the Ginnie
and Pappy Moss Society.” Moss Society members provide
99% of the support necessary to implement the mission,
maintain the trails, protect the endangered species, and
restore the longleaf pine forest.

Dominick and David Carter, also a Foundation director,
were instrumental in facilitating the two-year process that
resulted in placement on the National Register of Historic

PHOTOS ON PAGES 4 THROUGH 6 BY CAROLINE YOUNG

On Sunday, October 27, members of the Ginnie and Pappy
Moss Society met at Moor Meadow in The Walthour-Moss
Foundation to celebrate “Thirty-five Years of Giving.”
Moss Society members have contributed 99% of the
charitable donations of land and funds that have protected
and maintained the forest of The Walthour-Moss
Foundation since the first gift of acreage from the estate of
Pappy Moss in 1978.

The strength of the Foundation is directly related to the
strength of the Ginnie and Pappy Moss Society. He
emphasized that with a strong Ginnie and Pappy Moss
Society, we cannot only preserve the land entrusted to us,
but we can defend the land and we can acquire and protect
additional land. “You, the members of the Ginnie and
Pappy Moss Society, are the strength of the Foundation.”
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Stephen invited Moss
Society members to view the newly erected plaque of
donors erected in the Grove adjacent to the tent.
Following the brief program, the members enjoyed
refreshments and directors Caroline Young and Dennis
Paules provided wine and beer for the celebration.
Moss Society members gathered under the autumn sun to
greet friends and neighbors and view the plaque. The title
inscription says “Forever Grateful to the Ginnie and Pappy
Moss Society for Thirty-Five Years of Giving.” Virginia
Walthour and William Ozelle Moss are listed as Founders
of the Moss Society. Beneath their names are the names of
Moss Society members by named membership
category:

$750,000-$1,250,000
$250,000 - $749,999
$100,000 - $249,999
$50,000 - $99,999
$25,000 - $49,999

Visionaries
Champions
Benefactors
Guardians
Conservators

